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We are our 
brother’s keepers. 
“The thing we fear most as parents is the safety of our children,” former President Barack Obama 
said, speaking to the concerns of parents everywhere while discussing the eighth anniversary 
of the founding of My Brother’s Keeper (MBK) Alliance. Instead of starting with data about 
the disparities that boys and young men of color face, he began with a story that many of us 
remember painfully: that of Trayvon Martin, a 17-year-old Black American boy who was murdered 
in Florida in 2012. His death was a stark reminder of what is at stake if we do not uplift the stories 
and humanity of boys and young men of color. 

His death was a stark reminder of what 's  
at stake if we don’t uplift the stories and 
humanity of boys and young men of color.

In response, President Obama launched the MBK Initiative out of the White House in 2014. The 
following year, the MBK Alliance, now housed within the Obama Foundation, was launched as 
an independent 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. With management and resources from The 
Center at Sierra Health Foundation and working in partnership with the Office of the Mayor, the 
City of Sacramento; Sacramento County Office of Education, Sacramento Asian Pacific Chamber 
of Commerce and dozens of other community-based organizations, Sacramento answered 
President Obama’s 2014 call to address the persistent opportunity gaps boys and young men of 
color face. Today, community advocates continue shifting the false narratives that leave Black 
and brown boys and young men of color, like Trayvon Martin, vulnerable to harm.  

https://www.obama.org/mbka/eighth-anniversary/
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“The idea that this teenager who was walking down the street could 
evoke such fear, and that a jury would find that the actions of that 
private citizen could not be considered criminal. That then spoke to 
a broader history in this country,” said President Obama. “The sense 
that not only were Black people devalued, but that we had a culture 
that had portrayed Black boys and Black men as threats. And that, in 
turn, justified potential violence against them.”

It is true: Boys and young men of color experience disproportionately 
negative outcomes in education, criminalization, and overall health 
and wellness. The false stories persist, often shaping boys of color’s 
lives before they can explore the world. When left unchecked, these 
narratives affect how boys and young men of color see themselves. 
Fortunately, communities are pushing back, and youth are leading 
the change. It is our job to amplify their efforts. 

MBK Sacramento believes that when we embrace boys and men of 
color in the community, engage with them in dialogue, and give them 
the tools to lead, we prepare them to change the world. We want 
boys and young men of color to know that the people closest to the 
problem are often closest to the solutions.

Over the past five years, MBK Sacramento has equipped boys and 
young men of color to challenge the narratives that misrepresent 
them. We build on existing efforts by Sacramento’s boys and 
young men of color and their adult allies to advance meaningful 
engagement, advocacy, and systems improvement. We see the 
struggles boys and men of color face and know it does not have to 
be this way. Structural barriers were created by people and can be 
undone by people as well. 
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Changing the realities 
facing boys and young 
men in Sacramento, 
California 

MBK Sacramento chose kinship as a foundational element of how and with whom we partner. 
Brotherhood and community are essential elements of the relationship mentors establish with 
mentees. 

The model works based on our application and implementation practices prior to the grant. Our 
passion for and effectiveness in supporting the youth have had such positive outcomes that 
MBK Sacramento received the MBK Community Challenge Award from the Obama Foundation, 
acknowledging MBK Sacramento as one of the nation’s best practice models to amplify. 
We know that boys and young men of color have value. We know youth should be equipped to 
control their own stories. And we believe we should know the disparities—not to linger or take a 
deficit-based approach, but to inform the movement. 

We believe social inequities are pervasive, but we can change the policies and practices that 
drive disparities. The healing happens in three ways: intergenerational mentoring, brotherhood/
peer-to-peer support, and advocacy for systems change. 
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