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We are our

brother’s keepers.

“The thing we fear most as parents is the safety of our children,’ former President Barack Obama
said, speaking to the concerns of parents everywhere while discussing the eighth anniversary
of the founding of My Brother's Keeper (MBK) Alliance. Instead of starting with data about

the disparities that boys and young men of color face, he began with a story that many of us
remember painfully: that of Trayvon Martin, a 17-year-old Black American boy who was murdered
in Florida in 2012, His death was a stark reminder of what is at stake if we do not uplift the storie
and humanity of boys and young men of color.

fis death was a stark reminder of what §
at stake i we don t upligt the stories and
humanity of boys and young men of color,

In response, President Obama launched the MBK Initiative out of the White House in 2014. The
following year, the MBK Alliance, now housed within the Obama Foundation, was launched a
an independent 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. With management and resources from The
Center at Sierra Health Foundation and working in partnership with the Office of the Mayor, t
City of Sacramento; Sacramento County Office of Education, Sacramento Asian Pacific Chamber
of Commerce and dozens of other community-based organizations, Sacramento answered

President Obama’s 2014 call to address the persistent opportunity gaps boys and young men of
color face. Today, community advocates continue shifting the false narratives that leave Bla
and brown boys and young men of color, like Trayvon Martin, vulnerable to harm.


https://www.obama.org/mbka/eighth-anniversary/
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Changing the realities
facing boys and young

men in Sacramento,

MBK Sacramento chose kinship as a foundational element of how and with whom we partner.
Brotherhood and community are essential elements of the relationship mentors establish with
mentees.

The model works based on our application and implementation practices prior to the grant. Our
passion for and effectiveness in supporting the youth have had such positive outcomes that
MBK Sacramento received the MBK Community Challenge Award from the Obama Foundation,
acknowledging MBK Sacramento as one of the nation’s best practice models to amplify.

We know that boys and young men of color have value. We know youth should be equipped to
control their own stories. And we believe we should know the disparities—not to linger or take a
deficit-based approach, but to inform the movement.

We believe social inequities are pervasive, but we can change the policies and practices that
drive disparities. The healing happens in three ways: intergenerational mentoring, brotherhood/
peer-to-peer support, and advocacy for systems change.
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